Fern Silica-Dried Material Archive
www.fernlab.biology.duke.edu
The silica-dried archive contains over 11,000 accessions, each linking a herbarium voucher to material available for DNA extraction. The integration of (usually) silica-dried leaf tissue with herbarium vouchers and their associated metadata makes the collection a valuable resource for a wide range of collections-based research involving ferns. The archive is divided among the labs of Kathleen Pryer (Duke), Eric Schuettpelz (Smithsonian), and Carl Rothfels (UC Berkeley). Each included sample has an associated herbarium voucher, which is listed along with relevant information such as the species name, collector, collection locality, and history, in the Fern DNA Database at www.fernlab.biology.duke.edu. The database has filter functions that allow users to find, and export, the data for whatever subset of accessions they are interested in.
The archived samples are housed in acid-free envelopes within sealed compartments containing silica gel. Maintenance of this irreplaceable archive involves the ongoing expansion of the physical space and its organizational scheme, the day-to-day upkeep of the associated data in the database, the labeling and filing of the silica-dried material, and the regular exchange and recharge of the silica desiccant.

Conditions for Material Transfers
The organizing labs are appreciative of interest in using this archive and wish to make the resource available, on a case-by-case basis, to members of the fern systematics community. However, in recognition of the effort spent in developing and maintaining this collection, as well as the time necessary to administer transfers (access, divide, and refile material, and annotate the database), we require that any party seeking to use this material to: (1) submit a formal material request; (2) acknowledge the “Fern DNA Database” and the collectors of the material in any resulting publications; (3) send the donating lab copies of any resulting publications; (4) notify the donating lab of any revisions based on the silica-dried material or corresponding vouchers; and (5) support the archive either financially or through the donation of like material.

Additional conditions may apply to certain transfers. The organizing labs reserve the right to reject material transfer requests at their discretion. In general, requests will be denied if the archive has material of insufficient quantity or quality, if current lab members are already working on the specific taxa in question, or if the host lab has insufficient resources to fulfill the transfer request. Please direct any questions concerning this protocol or other elements of the archive or database to Kathleen Pryer (pryer@duke.edu), Eric Schuettpelz (schuettpelze@si.edu), or Carl Rothfels (crothfels@berkeley.edu).

Material Request

Fern Silica-Dried Material Archive
www.fernlab.biology.duke.edu
Please complete the request form below, and send a copy via email to

Kathleen Pryer (pryer@duke.edu), Eric Schuettpelz (schuettpelze@si.edu), and/or Carl Rothfels (crothfels@berkeley.edu), depending on which lab hosts the material of interest.
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	e.g., 6649
	Pryer
	Anemia adiantifolia
	Rothfels 3249 (DUKE)
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